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As the Autumn 
nights get darker I 
can reflect on a 
summer with 
notorious… What 
other choir could go 
from singing 
folksongs in an Irish 
whiskey distillery, to 
a Will Young chart 
hit the on the big 
stage (and video 
screens) of 
Centenary Square 
at Artsfest, to 
preparation for 
Mozart’s great 
Requiem Mass to 
be performed in St 
Chad’s Cathedral? 
 
I hope you will 
agree the quality 
and variety of music 
is better than ever 
and that we 
continue to 
entertain and 
surprise our 
audiences and 
provide an exciting 
and rewarding 
experience for 
singers old and 
new. 
 
I’m sure you’ll be 
interested in 
Richard Joinson’s 
report on our tour of 
Northern Ireland 
and Tom Conway’s 
Notorious Notions 
overleaf.  Thanks to 
them for their 
contributions.  
 
 
54 Sovereign Way 
Moseley 
Birmingham B13 8AT 
www.notoriouschoir.org 
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“The Mozart 
Requiem 
concert will be 
of our most 
ambitious 
musically since 
we started.”  

 

We are proud to present 
this beautiful Mozart 
mass, his final work, 
completed 
posthumously by his 
pupil Franz Süssmayr.  
The choir should sound 
stronger than ever and 
we are delighted to be 
joined by professional 
soloists and full 
orchestra. 
 
We are also particularly 
happy to be able to sing 
in the impressive setting 
of Birmingham RC 
Cathedral, St Chad's, 
which is found on St 
Chad’s Queensway, 
Birmingham, B4 6EU. 

After a successful 
collaboration in 2002 for 
Rutter’s Magnificat at St 
Pauls, we are joined 
again by The Queen’s 
Park Sinfonia who will 
complete the 
programme with 
Beethoven’s 
Symphony No.6 ‘The 
Pastoral’ . 
 
Tickets cost £8 (£6 
concessions) and are 
available from choir 
members or the Ticket 
Hotline: 
0121 706 6346. 

Rock me Amadeus  

�
	���%�&��������	�'������
� great piece of choral 

music but also the 
fantastic 6th Symphony 
by Beethoven. 
 
We hope you can join 
us for this concert which 
represents not only a 
great musical challenge 
but a personal 
challenge for me as I 
will be conducting this 
concert while 7 months 
pregnant! 
 
Clare Edwards 

Thanks to all the friends 
for your ongoing 
commitment to 
Notorious. It is only with 
the kind of support we 
receive from you that 
we have the confidence 
to do our biggest 
concert yet on 28 
November. The Mozart 
Requiem concert will be 
of our most ambitious 
musically since we 
started. I am delighted 
that our partnership with 
the Queen’s Park 
Sinfonia means we can 
offer you not only a 
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See the choir perform 
carols and seasonal 
favourites this Christmas 
when we put on free 
performances in 
Birmingham on Sunday 19 
December. 
 
Join the shoppers at 
Martineau Place at 
12:30pm or see us in the 
warmer environment of the 
James Brindley at 5.30pm. 

No.1 - The Oxford Songsters 
 
The story of the Oxford 
Songsters begins when the 
choir landed its first "corporate 
gig".  We were booked to 
perform at the Metropole Hotel 
in Birmingham as part of the 
entertainment for a Ball 
organised by an association of 
hospital caterers.  We were to 
provide about 40 minutes of 
light choral music as the guests 
arrived. 
 
Being a formal event, we 
decided to forego our usual 
coloured shirts and go "black 
tie" for the evening.  Thus we 
arrived at the venue about 6pm, 
and were doing a 
rehearsal/warm up session 
when one of the organisers 
passed on a message to Clare 
– could we possibly pretend we 
were from Oxford? 
 
It turned out that the organisers 
wanted to impress their 
international guests, by 
pretending that each part of the 
evening's entertainment came 
from a different part of the 

country, and they had come 
from far and wide just to 
entertain the audience.  Being a 
proud Brummie, Clare was 
naturally a bit put out by this 
pretence, but a gig's a gig and 
she decided to go along with it. 
 
So, at the appointed hour we 
went out to do our set.  We 
were in the main hall, and could 
see the first guests arriving.  We 
sang our first song.  Silence.  
We sang our next song.  Again 
silence, even though the hall 
was beginning to fill with people.  
All through the set we sang our 
hearts out, with even a spirited 
rendition of Queen's Seaside 
Rendezvous (complete with 
kazoos, tap dancing and 
raspberries) getting no more 
than polite applause. 
  
When we had finished our last 
song, the compere announced 
us; "Ladies and Gentlemen, The 
Oxford Songsters!", at which 
point the audience finally gave 
us their applause.  We were a 
bit bemused at our new title, but 
worse was to come.  The Lord 
Mayor of Birmingham and his  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
wife came over to congratulate 
Clare on our performance, and 
to thank us for coming all the 
way from Oxford to sing at this 
event.  When they enquired 
where we would be staying that 
evening, Clare could take it no 
longer and told them where the 
choir was really from.  They 
promised to keep the secret 
from everyone else! 
 
Since then, "Oxford Songsters" 
has become shorthand for the 
type of choir that Notorious is 
not;  the type that goes on for 
years with the same people 
singing the same limited 
repertoire in the same style.  
Even the "black tie" look we 
adopt for our classical concerts 
has become known as the 
Oxford Songsters look! 
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